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If there's a more perfect spot in Taos, | don't know
where it is. '

It is the destination for the walks my husband and |
have taken since winter; it is Chuck Henningsen's
home and art gallery.

Henningsen moved here 21 years ago from Silicon
Valley. What brought him? The beauty, of course, but
also the fact that Taos likely has a higher percentage
of artists than anywhere eise in the world. For
Henningsen, who wanted to live, breathe, and
produce art, it was the perfect place.

“Being here puts you in touch with spirit and with the
beauty of Taos,” says Henningsen, whose concept
was fo create a lifestyle and a structure in which to
live that would support everything he loved. "This is
an art space that you can live in,” he says, and it is.

Henningsen worked with the brilliant Santa Fe

architect Jeff Harnar to design the 2,500-square-
foot, state-of-the-art darkroom and studio (with its
own bath and kitchenette), which they carved into
the ground. Then the 3,500-square-foot, three-
story, modern home was added above. Jeff Hamar
died in 2006, but his work lives on in this unigue,
award-winning fusion of life and work, featured in
three national magazines and considered by many
to be his masterpiece.

Enter the Henningsen Gallery and you enter a
sanctuary, butthis one starts far before the front door,
at the end of Morada Lane, where the historic estate
of heiress, pacifist, and writer Mabel Dodge Luhan
sits on the left, and where Henningsen's outdoor
sculpture garden appears on the right. Twenty years
ago this area, which borders Taos Pueblo land, was
nothing but brush and few trees along the acequia,
but now it's abundant with life.







